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PLAN COMMISSION 
October 25, 2021 

4:30 p.m. 
 

The Plan Commission met on the above date and time in the Council Chambers. The following members were present: 
Mayor Emily McFarland (Chair), City Engineer Jaynellen Holloway is represented by Deputy City Engineer Andrew Beyer, 
Jacob Maas, James Romlein (Recording Secretary), Nick Krueger, and Becky Huff. 
The following members were absent: Bob Mudler.  The following joined online: Tony Arnett. Others Present: Mr. Tony 
Kottwitz. 
 
1.  Call to order 
Mayor McFarland opened the Commission at 4:30 p.m. 
 
2.   Review and take action: Site Plan Review minutes dated October 11, 2021 
Motion to Accept by Romlein, Second Krueger | No Discussion 
Unanimous by voice vote 
 
3.   Review and take action: Plan Commission minutes dated October 11, 2021 
Motion to Accept by Krueger, Second Beyer | No Discussion 
Unanimous by voice vote 
 
4.   Review and take action: Township preliminary Certified Survey Map request for W8089 County Q 
Mayor McFarland summarized the information: 

 
Jonathan Peckham is looking to create a 4-acre lot from a 40.44-acre parent parcel.  The 4-acre lot contains the 
pre-existing farmstead. 
 

The following information has been identified by the City of Watertown Zoning & Floodplain Administrator as pertinent to 
this action: 
 

C.T.H. Q is identified in the 2019 City of Watertown Comprehensive Plan as having an expanded right-of-way.  
C.T.H. Q’s identified right-of-way width is 120 feet (60 feet from centerline). 
 
The CSM shall properly dedicate the right-of-way for C.T.H. Q at 120 feet (60 feet from centerline). 
 
Airport Approach Protection Zone elevation limit does not extend to W8089 C.T.H. Q. 

 
No Questions or Comments | Mayor called for a recommendation with the requirement that the CSM shall have a 
dedication of 120 feet (60 feet from centerline) right-of-way dedication for C.T.H. Q 

 
Motion to Accept by Romlein to approve with the condition, Second Krueger | No Discussion 
Unanimous by voice vote 
 
5.   Review and take action:  610 S. Fourth Street – stage at Veteran’s Memorial Park 
Jacob Mass summarized the information: 

 
 The City of Watertown’s Park, Recreation & Forestry Department is proposing to build a stage at 610  

South Fourth Street.  610 South Fourth Street is zoned Multi-Family Residential (MR-8). 
 

The following information has been identified by the City of Watertown Zoning & Floodplain Administrator as pertinent to 
this action: 
 

1.Per Wisconsin State Statute § 62.23(5): 
 
(5) Matters referred to city plan commission. The council, or other public body or officer of the city having final 
authority thereon, shall refer to the city plan commission, for its consideration and report before final action is 
taken by the council, public body or officer, the following matters: The location and architectural design of any 
public building; the location of any statue or other memorial; the location, acceptance, extension, alteration, 
vacation, abandonment, change of use, sale, acquisition of land for or lease of land for any street, alley or other 
public way, park, playground, airport, area for parking vehicles, or other memorial or public grounds; the location, 
extension, abandonment or authorization for any public utility whether publicly or privately owned; all plats of 
lands in the city or within the territory over which the city is given platting jurisdiction by ch. 236; the location, 
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character and extent or acquisition, leasing or sale of lands for public or semipublic housing, slum clearance, relief 
of congestion, or vacation camps for children; and the amendment or repeal of any ordinance adopted pursuant to 
this section. Unless such report is made within 30 days, or such longer period as may be stipulated by the 
common council, the council or other public body or officer, may take final action without it. 
 
2.The proposed stage should follow the setbacks of Section § 550-26F(2)(d): 

 
Mr.  Tony Kottwitz, along with a fellow representative of the sponsoring organization and the Commissioners discussed at 
length the objectives, materials, cost and configuration of the proposed fixed presentation stage.  
  
There were a number of issues that needed to be further developed to bring this initiative to a closure and there was a 
consensus to meet with staff, review the design elements.   
 
When the interested parties were in agreement with the final configuration the matter would again be presented to the 
Plan Commission for further consideration. 
 
A designer with the Main Street program was identified and it was proposed to establish the connection between Mr. 
Kottwitz and the designer to help prepare a conceptual design for further action by other design professionals.  Arnett to 
update Melissa Lampe.  
 
Motion to table by Romlein until the review is completed and resubmitted by the applicant, Second Huff 
Unanimous by voice vote. 
 
6.   Review and take action on – Repeal & Recreate Chapter 550, Article XII: Signs and Projections. 
 
Mayor McFarland provided the update: 
At the last meeting Mr. Mass provided the reason for the sign adjustments. At the Public Meeting there were No 
Comments. The interested parties have been contacted. 
 

Background: 
The City of Watertown’s current sign code is not compliant with the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2015 decision in Reed 
v. Town of Gilbert.  The proposed sign code has been reviewed by the City Attorney for compliance with this 
decision. 
 
The following information has been identified by the City of Watertown Zoning & Floodplain Administrator as 
pertinent to this action: No public comment at the October 19, 2021 Common Council. In 2015 the Sign Code was 
moved from the Building Construction Code (Chapter 253) to the Zoning Code (Chapter 550) 

 
Motion to approve by Krueger with the changes made after citizen input, second Huff Unanimous by voice vote.  
 
7.   Initial review & set public hearing date: Repeal Section § 545-3F: Penalties and create Section § 545-3.1: 
Violations and penalties 
Mr Maas provided the update. 
 
 Background: 

The City of Watertown’s Bond Schedule for code violations currently does not cover Chapter 545: Subdivision of 
Land.  To accommodate this inclusion into the Bond Schedule, the Building, Safety & Zoning Division is proposing 
the creation of a separate Violations and Penalties section of Chapter 545.  This would be inline with how other 
Municipal Code Chapters handle the Violation and Penalties section. 
 
The following information has been identified by the City of Watertown Zoning & Floodplain Administrator as 
pertinent to this action: 
 

1.Section § 545-3F states: 
Penalties. 
(1)  Failure to comply with the requirements of this chapter shall invalidate purported transfers of titles at the 
option of the purchaser in accordance with the provisions of § 236.31(3), Wis. Stats. 
(2) Any subdivider or agent of the same who violates or fails to comply with this chapter shall be subject to 
penalties prescribed in the enforcement provisions of the Code of the City of Watertown. 
(3) A building permit shall be refused for any site violation of this chapter. 
 

2.Proposed Section § 545-3.1: 
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§ 545-3.1 Violations and penalties. 
Any person who shall violate any provision of this chapter shall be subject to the penalty provided in § 1-4 of this 
Code. Each violation and each day a violation continues or occurs shall constitute a separate offense. This 
section shall not preclude the City from maintaining any appropriate action to prevent or remove a violation of this 
chapter. 
 

After discussion on the issues, the cost of publication, the possible exposure of postponing the public hearing until the 
work is completed, a consensus postpone this action was achieved. 
 
Motion to Table by Romlein, Second by Huff 
Unanimous by voice vote. 
 
 
8.  Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn by Beyer, Second by Huff. 
Unanimous by voice vote 
 
Meeting closed at 5.11 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
James W. Romlein Sr. PE 
Recording Secretary 
 
Note: These meeting notes are uncorrected, and any corrections made will thereto be noted in the proceedings at which 
these minutes are approved. 
 
 


